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Tel: (925) 672-4433  

Clayton Market Update provided by 

George Vujnovich of Better Homes Realty 

Helping friends, neighbors 

and newcomers buy 

and sell their homes since 1979

11 Mount Tamalpais Ct $659,950 11/11/08 2619 4/2.5
1851 Eagle Peak Ave $579,900 11/06/08 2053 4/2
6009 Golden Eagle Way $636,000 11/04/08 2854 4/3
191 Mountaire Pkwy $600,000 11/04/08 2135 4/2
200 Tumbleweed Ct $725,000 10/31/08 2306 4/2
1276 Shell Circle $412,500 10/24/08 1145 2/2
1411 Greystone Ln $385,000 10/23/08 1105 2/2
108 La Encinal Ct $759,500 10/15/08 2390 4/2.5
4008 Hummingbird Way $695,000 10/10/08 2481 5/3
5017 Raven Way $653,000 10/10/08 2467 4/3
3141 Morgan Territory Rd $900,000 10/2/08 1500 3/2
222 Mountaire Cir $725,000 9/26/08 2141 4/2.5
107 Crow Place $566,000 9/26/08 1877 3/2.5
222 Mountaire Circle $725,000 9/26/08 2141 4/2.5
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Trust your home to

6160 Center Street, Suite E, 

Clayton 94517

Each Office Is Independently
Owned & Operated.

Custom Tuscan Masterpiece! Featuring
unsurpassed quality & construction.   Exquisite
attention to detail so extensive it is impossible to
list! 4 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, home office, loft,
approx. 4,996sq ft & 3 car garage!    State of the art
gourmet kitchen boasts slab granite, prof. grade
stainless “Thermador & Bosch” appliances &
extensive custom cabinetry. Luxuriously appointed
master suite, retreat & bath. Downstairs bed &

bath.  Dramatic & elegant formal dining & living rooms.  Oversized family room features walls of win-
dows, custom fireplace & elaborately detailed full bar.  Newly completed in 2007 situated on a .63 acre lot
nestled amongst 11 majestic oaks & backing to a seasonal creek. An absolute must see! $2,650,000

ALAMO!

Beautiful home in sought after neigh-

borhood! 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths approx. 3,243sf, 3
car garage, 2 fireplaces & inside laundry.  Stone tile
entry.  Formal dining room with hardwood floors, cof-
fered ceiling, crown moulding & mini bar.  Living
room with soaring ceiling & plantation shutters.
Family room with fireplace, hardwood floors & crown
moulding!  Gourmet kitchen. Master with fireplace &
retreat. Great yard with pool & spa! $949,000

Mendocino Complex! Cute upper level
condo. 1 bedroom, 1 bath, approx. 646 s.f.  Large
living room with deck overlooking pool & green-
belt! Central Concord location near schools,
shopping & transportation. $69,900

CONCORD

Desirable Cobblestone! Spacious
two story townhouse! 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths,
approx. 1,386sf & 1 car attached garage with
interior access.  Large living room offers a
fireplaces.  Kitchen features tile counters &
laminate floors. Great commute location!
Gated complex with pool. $387,900

DANVILLE TOWNHOUSE!
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A variety of plants can bring hummingbirds to your yard

Attracting hummingbirds to
your Clayton Valley garden is
simple. You just need to plant the
right shrubs and perennials.

Plants with brightly colored
blooms and sweet nectar are irre-
sistible to hummers. Our climate
is perfect for many of these
shrubs and perennials, making
hummingbird gardens an easy
reality.

Landscape shrubs and bushes
have the ability to attract and feed
hummingbirds almost all year
long. Planting a variety of spring,
summer and fall bloomers keeps
your yard and garden in color, as
well as the hummers in nectar.

Vitex is commonly called the
purple chaste tree. This summer-
blooming, deciduous shrub will
satisfy the hummingbirds with its
indigo purple spires.

Callistemon Little John is a
hardy, drought-tolerant evergreen
shrub with bottle brush clusters
of red flowers from late winter
through early spring. Little John is
a desirable shrub with its dwarf
size of 3-4 feet tall and wide.

Abutilon is a flowering maple
that’s leggy while young, yet
always a blooming favorite for the
hummers. Parasols of white, yel-
lows, orange, reds and pinks are
in flower almost all year long.
Cestrum newellii is another
evergreen that’s awesome in part
shade, and the clusters of ruby

red trumpets beckon hummers
from miles away.

Tecomaria Campensis is
often referred to as cape honey-
suckle. This semi-evergreen
shrub grows almost as wild as a
vine, so place with caution. Bright
orange, two-lipped flowers born
in clusters are profuse September
through December.
Hummingbirds rely on this shrub
for cold weather nectar.

Shrubs and bushes are one
important part of the yard and
garden. They provide framing
and support to fences, walkways,
decks and the home. Having a
dual purpose, though, makes gar-
dening rewarding and fun.

Perennials are highly attractive
to hummingbirds. Agastache is a
mint-smelling perennial that
ranges in size from 18 to 30 inch-
es tall. This plant thrives in poor
soil, full sun and loves to dry out
between watering; it is perfect for
our Clayton Valley gardens.

Columbine is a part shade
perennial that has fairy-like blos-
soms, beginning in late winter
and blooming through June.
Delphinium is a robust garden
flower. Tall spikes of blue, lilac
and white stand like columns in
your spring garden. Delphinium
is hummingbird-friendly and
makes a great cut flower as well.

Monarda is referred to as
bee’s balm, yet it attracts more
hummingbirds than bees. Tall
whirls of raspberry and scarlet
are enticing to the hummers.
Hostas start out as attractive
foliage plants, but when they
bloom during the summer, the
hummingbirds are tempted by
their sweet nectar and they dart
low just for a taste.

Liatris blooms in purple and
white, tolerates full sun and
increases in size each year. It
makes an excellent cut flower and
a great hummingbird plant.
Phlox paniculta is a Clayton

Valley wonder. This perennial
blooms colors of pinks and
white. Nepeta six hills giant reaches
30 inches tall and wide. Its peri-
winkle blooms are a magnet for
each passing hummingbird. The
nepeta is another great drought-
tolerant, sun-loving perennial that
every yard and garden needs.

Each of these perennials dis-
cussed will go dormant at one
time or another throughout the
year. Don’t panic, because peren-
nials come back each year.

Some plants are evergreen
perennials. This means evergreen
foliage and perennial flowers.
Heuchera is a large family of
attractive evergreens with a
perennial flower that appeals to
hummingbirds. Newer varieties
can tolerate more sun than origi-
nally thought. With names like
Key lime pie and Crème Brule, they
can only be good.

Kniphofia is known as the red
hot poker. The hot-colored clusters
of tight trumpets are a main

source of nectar for the hum-
mers. Strappy foliage stays put
year-round, while torches of
color stand proud during July and
August. The red hot pokers can
take all the weather that the
Clayton Valley has to offer.

Penstemon has been a gar-
den staple of ours for the past
decade. This predictable ever-
green has trumpets of flowers in
the reds, pinks, white, bi-colors
and occasionally blue. Reaching
2-3 feet tall and wide, penstemon
will shine in your landscape.
Mimulus is becoming more
mainstream. This California
native needs to be installed under
a tree or in morning sun. Orange,
scarlet and white are some of the
colors found on the evergreen,
which can reach 2 feet tall and 3
feet wide.

Salvias and sages are some
of the most hummingbird-
attracting plants available. Salvia
elegans is called pineapple sage
around the nursery. The bright

coral, tiny trumpet blossoms
stand tall in the fall garden. It’s
perfect for extended nectar. Salvia
greggii has small leaves and lots of
two-lipped flowers in bright red,
hot pinks, sizzling corals, combo
colors and cobalt and indigo
blues. Salvia guaranitica is great in a

shady area. Salvia Indigo spires are
excellent in the sun. Salvia purple
majesty looks fabulous cascading
over a rock wall.

Lots of vines attract hum-
mingbirds to Clayton Valley gar-
dens. Pink or white bower vines
thrive in full sun, are evergreen
and frost-hardy and humming-
birds can’t resist them. Balboa
Sunset is a deciduous trumpet
vine. Its large reddish-orange
trumpets are so sweet, humming-
bird fights may break out in your
yard.

Yellow blooms of the
Carolina Jasmine are a great
nectar source in early spring. The
purple, lilac-shaped blooms of
the hardenbergia are an early meal
for the hummers, since the bloom
opens in March.

Year-round blossoms make
for year-round hummingbirds.
Nectar from nature is really their
favorite. Install some of these
selections and watch all the activ-
ity. Remember, fall and winter are
great times to plant.

Nicole is the Garden Girl at
R&M Pool, Patio, Gifts and Garden
Contact her with questions, comments
or suggestions at 
gardengirl@claytonpioneer.com

NICOLE HACKETT

GARDEN GIRL

tax expert can identify if there
are advantages to making a con-
tribution at a certain time of
year and may advise you to
accelerate or postpone your gift
at year end based on your tax
situation. Your financial advisor
can help you establish a finan-
cial plan that takes into account
your charitable giving goals and
help you select funds aligned
with your needs.

Mureleen Benton is a Certified
Financial Planner. Call her with
questions at 685-4523

This information is provided for informa-
tional purposes only. The information is intend-
ed to be generic in nature and should not be
applied or relied upon in any particular situation
without the advice of your tax, legal and/or your
financial advisor. The views expressed may not be
suitable for every situation.

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.,
Member NASD and SIPC, part of
Ameriprise Financial, Inc.

Financial, from page 22

THIS PHOTO OF THE COLOR-LOVING HUMMINGBIRD was taken by Clayton resident David
Lipton in his Dana Hills backyard.




