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GARDEN GIRL

Clayton Valley gardeners can
still garden and install perennials
during periods of drought.
There are many selections of
indispensable perennials avail-
able for water-thrifty gardens.
Even if you skimp on water this
growing season, you do not
have to skimp on color.

Dwarf  Sundrops, or
Calylophus serrulatus, are hardy
perennials  that  absolutely
should be planted in the Clayton
Valley area. They reach 6-12
inches tall and about 15 inches
wide and will be covered with
simple yellow five-petal flowers
from late spring through sum-
mer.

This tough plant will be the
star of your drought-tolerant
garden. Install Sundrops to cas-
cade over moss rocks and
retaining walls; the billowy, thin
leaves will soften the hardest of
foundations.

PLEASE THE BUTTERFLIES —
NOT THE DEER

Walker’s Low Nepeta is a
former “perennial of the year.”
This catmint will be 18 inches
tall and wide, with attractive
blue-green, crinkled foliage. It
blooms late spring through the
heat of the summer with a pro-
fusion of deep lavender, two-
lipped flowers. This perennial is
also deer-tolerant, so Morgan
Territory and Marsh Creek gar-
deners can enjoy it without fear.
You will need to shear it
back occasionally to keep the

Variety ot perennials can be drought-triendly

blooms tidy, but that little bit of
work is well worth it. During the
winter months, Walket’s Low
rests and needs not one bit of
care.

Jupiter’s Beard is another
fabulous plant. This European
wildflower will bloom from
spring through middle of sum-
mer with colors of deep pink
and white, depending on the
selection. Jupiter’s Beard is but-
terfly-friendly, super versatile
and not fussy about anything.

During a season, this peren-
nial will reach 36-42 inches tall
and 18 inches wide. The flowers
are on the top of leafy stems,
with tiny clusters stacking about
4 inches tall.

RATIBIDA COLUMNIFERA
“MEXICAN HATS”

It will reseed and spread
throughout your perennial beds.
If you plant both colors, try to
keep them far apart as they will
cross-pollinate if given the
chance.

DON’T FORGET THE
HUMMINGBIRDS
Mexican Hats are another
perennial that will reseed
throughout your landscape.

Ratibida columnifera is the
botanical name for this selec-
tion. You will find it in stark yel-
low or deep mahogany-red with
yellow edges. Mexican hats
resemble prairie coneflowers.

Their tall centers attract but-
terflies and bees. If you install
mixed selections, they will cross-
pollinate and you will have col-
ors that you never planted.

Through the growing sea-
son, Mexican hats will reach 15-
24 inches tall and 18 inches
wide. During the summer, you
can expect hundreds of flowers.
They are quite exciting and
extremely easy, with little to no
care.

Agastache is the botanical
name for the plants we call hys-
sops. These perennials will grow
36-42 inches tall and about 18
inches wide. The foliage smells
of spicy licorice, and the flowers
are uniquely colored.

Agastache is nectar rich and
a must-have for the local hum-
mingbirds. Try varieties such as
Blue Fortune, Acapulco
Salmon-Pink, Desert Sunrise
and Orange Flare. They may
reseed if you are lucky.

Agastache loves a hillside or
a flat garden and thrives in hot
suf.

Coreopsis Sunray and
Early Sunrise are nice, hardy
garden yellows. They both will
reach 24 inches tall and 18 inch-
es wide. These selections are
outstanding and will continu-
ously bloom from spring
through middle of summer.

Coreopsis is deer-resistant
and not picky about anything. 1f
you want, deadhead to keep this
plant looking tidy. Coreopsis
will reseed, so prepare for more
perennials next year. You will
not need to buy too many of
this plant, as there are always
mote to come.

Perovskia atriplicifolia is
referred to as Russian Sage in
the nursery. This plant gets its
name because of its toughness,
color and adaptability. Plant in
full sun that’s all it requires.

Perovskia is a large family, so
look for selections called
Filigran, Little Spires or Longin.
Each reaches about 4 feet tall
and wide. They have icy blue
foliage and either dark blue or

JUPITER'S BEARD

light lavender flowers all sum-
mer long.

These plants are vigorous
and successful growers. They
stand out nicely against a dark
fence and will make a wonderful
background selection.

Russian Sage is deer-resistant
as well, so go ahead and plant if
you live out in the country.

Water these drought-tolerant
selections in the morning during

summer, every third or fourth
day. You should mulch around
all of your plants and perennials
to prevent the soil from drying
out. Don’t stop gardening; just
change how you do it.

Nicole is the Garden Girl at
R&M Pool, Patio, Gifts and
Garden Contact her with questions,
comments or suggestions at
gardengirl@claytonpioneer.com
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constant fear that her father and
uncles’ status will be discovered
and that all of them will be
jailed and returned to Mexico.
Their lives begin to mirror
one another as they struggle
with issues both within and
beyond their grasp. How Tyler
deals with the death of his
beloved grandfather and Mari
with the fear that her mother
may never find her way to

Vermont is at the heart of the
story.

It is Tyler’s grandmother
who moves past the loss of her
husband to lead the way for
both families to understand and
support one another. Alvarez
does not turn away from tough
and realistic situations. The
return of Mari’s mother comes
with a terrible price, but there is
also hope. The barn swallows

(golondrinas) who leave the
Paquette farm every fall and
return from their migration to
Mexico every spring become a
mysterious and fitting symbol
for that hope.

Sunny Solomon is the Book Lady
and bookseller emeritus of Clayton
Books in the Clayton Station. She
holds an MA in English and
Creative Writing from San Francisco
State University. Sunny is a poet and
loves to “talk books.” Reach her with
questions or comments at 673-3325.

georgevujnovich.com

Tel: (925) 672-4433

CLAYTON!

Bridlewood! Stunning Single Story! tucked on away in
a court setting with views of Mt. Diablo & hills! 3 bedrooms, 2.5
baths, approx. 2,665sf, inside laundry & 2 car garage. Upgraded tile
flooring & neutral carpet throughout! Large separate formal dining
room with slider to courtyard. Living room with plantation shutters
& upgraded ceiling fan. Huge gourmet kitchen boasts slab granite counters, center island, prep area & but-
ler’s pantry, stainless steel appliances, upgraded tile floors & dining area. Oversized family room features
media recess & gas fireplace. Spacious master suite & lavish master bath with upgraded marble tub sur-
round & separate stall shower. Totally private lot with in-round “Pebble-Tech” pool with waterfall feature,

CLAYTON!

Silvercreek! Beautifully Maintained! spacious home in
a quiet court setting with views of Mt. Diablo & surrounding hills! 5
bedrooms, 2.5 baths, approx. 2,398sf, inside laundry & 2 car attached
garage with indoor pet run with exterior access. Step down living
room with views! Formal dining room with slider to deck & pool.
Eat-in kitchen featuring stainless steel appliances & tile counters
overlooks pool area. Downstairs bedroom/den. Huge family room with fireplace, wet bar & slider to deck.
Great backyard offers privacy & boasts a sparkling in-ground pool, separate spa area, extensive decking

with built-in benches, workshop, plus a large side yard!

$649,000

aggregate patio, palm trees, lawn area & side yard with RV/Boat parking. Irreplaceable! $729,000 ALAMOI
ﬂG CLAYTON Westside!  Stunning Single Story in a
r?EﬂD‘ Sensational Single Story! on a HUGE phenomenal/peaceful wooded setting! on a HUGE .46

approximately 17,200 sq. ft. lot! 4 bedrooms, 2.5 acre lot! 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, approx. 2,017sf, inside laundry & 3 car

baths, approx. 2041sf. The house for the car enthusiast or hob-
biest! Two 2 car garages plus extensive RV/side yard parking
with dual gates. Updated kitchen features Corian counters,

garage plus extensive side yard parking. Completely updated &

upgraded from top to bottom, too extensive to list! Slab granite kitchen with top of the line stainless steel

appliances! Spacious master with luxurious bath. Huge private lot boasts over 5000sf of custom paver

newer cabinets & appliances. Large family room with brick fireplace & slider to yard. Separate formal  patios, rolling lawn & multiple water features. Incredible-Must see! $1,199,000
dining room with French doors. Large master suite with dual closets. Walk to school & downtown.
Fabulous lot offers privacy, mature landscape, lush lawn area & extensive patio areas. $635,000 Cl aylon Mal‘kel Updale provideﬂ hy
CLAYTONI! - -
George vujnovich of Better Homes Realty
Oakhurst Country Club! Oak Hollow! Prime Golf
Course Location! Desirable “Santa Fe” model! 3 bedrooms, with | ADDRESS PRicE SALE DaTE SF BED/BATH |
loft, 2.5 baths, approx. 1,911sf, inside laundry & 2 car garage. Living 3027 Windmill Canyon Dr $620,000 02/10/09 2467 4/3
room & dining room feature gleaming hardwood floors. Kitchen fea- 420 Leon Court $1,122,500 1/29/09 5800 6/4.5
tures marble tile floors, white tile counters & island, nook with views of 5012 Keller ridge Drive $475,000 1/23/09 1343 3/2
golf course & hills. Family room with marble tile floors & fireplace. Spacious master with hardwood floors 129 Joscolo View $521,250 1/22/09 1877 3/2.5
overlooks golf course & hills. Cozy patio backs to golf course with views! $479,000 250 Jeffry Ranch Pl $564,500 1/14/09 2017 412.5
260 Stranahan Cir $440,000 12/31/08 1663 3/2.5
: ell Lane ,
ﬂG CONCORD! 1183 Shell L $380,000 12/30/08 1145 212
7 EﬂD‘ Adorable updated & expanded home! On a quict country | SLo0iue Oak Lane i 128008 3454 5135
Y . . . 320 Ahwanee Lane $768,000 12/24/08 2966 4/3
court with RV/Boat parking! 3 bedrooms, 2 baths approx. 1452sf, with 2 car
. . . 2 Donner Creek Ct $325,000 12/19/08 1457 3/2.5
garage. Updated kitchen features slab granite counters, newer appliances —
. . . 10 Mount Rainier Ct $559,000 12/18/08 1919 412
and maple cabinets, opens to cozy family room with natural slate fireplace. 80 Nottingharm Ci $500,000 12/18/08 2206 412
Updated hall bath. HUGE master bedroom with vaulted ceiling, sitting area & French doors to yard. Updated 1855OEmg| aPm kItA $520’000 12110108 1877 305
master bath offers dual sinks & oversized stall shower. Dual pane windows & decorator paint. $399,950 agie Feak ve ’ )






