
When Friends of Mt. Diablo
Creek (FoMDC) recently
received two grants through the
The Watershed Project, it set the
wheels in motion for a collabora-
tive effort between FoMDC,
Clayton Community Library and
Diablo View Middle School

(DVMS). Library Community
Events Coordinator, Arlene
Kikkawa-Nielsen, DVMS Science
teacher Sylvia Chatagnier, and
FoMDC founders Mary Maiko

and Lisa Anich came together to
foster environmental education
programs in Clayton.

The first grant for $1,500 is a
TAG (Teacher Action Grant) and
provides for a science-based cur-
riculum that fulfills the California
State Standards required by the
school district. Monies enabled
Chatagnier to bring 150 of her
science students on a field study

to the creek at the library to study
the chemistry and velocity of the
water. Students collected and
identified small organisms called
�benthic macroinvertebrates�.

DVMS Special Education
teacher, Kim Lewis, also brought
20 of her students to the creek to
view creatures through a magni-
fying glass, something they had
never done before.

FoMDC�s Anich taught one
of the chemistry sessions and
library volunteer and retired plant
biologist, Ted Holmsen with help
from library volunteers
Rosemary Harwood and
Christine Grant guided students
through chemistry lessons.

The students had fun explor-
ing the creek while at the same
time learning chemistry and sci-
ence. When they returned to
their classroom, Chatagnier had
them relay their experience
through poetry and art, some of
which is currently on display in
the Clayton Library.

Several students helped name
locations along the creek near
their homes where a specific 6-
inch fish has been sighted that
FoMDC was trying to identify.
Student Tristan McHugh also
found a pottery shard that was
later identified to be from circa
1940 and will be turned over to
the Clayton Museum.

The second grant, a RPAS

(Regional Project Assistance
Service) is for technical assis-
tance and will help to establish a
California native plant demon-
stration garden in the
Interpretive Area of the library�s
habitat. A few years ago, the
library successfully used the habi-
tat area to teach 160 nature pro-
grams to 1,200 preschooler�s
through a previous grant received
through Contra Costa�s FIRST

FIVE Children & Family
Commission.

This recent grant for the
California native plant demon-
stration garden will include over
100 different varieties of local
native plants and will be used to
teach additional environmental
science programs to the entire
community. The native plants,
which are currently being cared
for by Clayton Valley Garden

Club member, Elaine Billeter,
will be planted this fall. If you are
interested in volunteering in any
aspect of this program call Lisa
Anich at (925) 689-2642 or
Arlene Nielsen at (925) 673-0659.
FoMDC and the library would
like to hear from any local teach-
ers or other individuals that
might also be interested in field
studies at the library habitat.
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25 AAtchinson SStage RRd. $699,000
Clayton

Awake to Views of Mt. Diablo! 4 Bedrooms, 2
Bathrooms, Approx 2,549 sq. ft., Custom
additions w/permits, new roof, pergo flrs,
spacious family room w/brick fireplace & for-
mal living & dining room w/bay windows, 3
sets of French doors, private landscaped
backyard w/deck & RV parking too! Light &
bright throughout!

182 MMt. WWilson WWay $$751,000
Clayton

5 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms, approx 2,692
sq.ft. Lovely kitchen with new stainless steel
appliances, gas stove, tile counters and gar-
den window! Gas fireplace in family room,
oak hardwood flr in entry, kitchen & eating
area, wet bar & large laundry room with stor-
age. Master Bedroom features views & pri-
vate deck, lovely backyard with spa & gor-
geous views!

5418 PPaso DDel RRio CCt.  $$612,000   
Concord

4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, approx 2135 sq.ft.
Spacious formal living & dining room, large
family room w/brick fireplace, wilsonart hard-
wood flrs, ceiling fan, wet bar & Anderson
slider! Updated eat-in kitchen w/tile counters,
oak cabinets, built in microwave/convection
oven, dishwasher, garden window & built in
desk. Tile entry, central heat/air, gorgeous
landscaped backyard w/redwood deck.

5830 DDel TTrigo LLane  $$565,000 
Clayton

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, approx 1,659 sq.ft.
Large .26 acre lot! Original hardwood flrs
throughout, formal living rm w/fireplace,
light & bright family rm & eat-in kitchen
w/double oven. Central heat, vaulted ceil-
ings, shutters/blinds throughout & large
backyard with sparkling pool

1830 YYolanda CCircle $$784,950 
Clayton

3 Bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, approx 2,133
sq.ft. of living space. Spectacular home ready
for any family! Entertainers delight backyard
with gorgeous pool! Fully landscaped front
and backyard with flagstone. Updated
kitchen and baths, spacious living room,
family room & dining room. An absolute must
see to believe!

5185 KKeller RRidge DDrive $$975,000 
Clayton

3 Bedrooms plus loft, 3 Baths, approx 2894
sq.ft. Large private lot, Gourmet kitchen
w/upgraded tile counters and marble floor &
newly painted in/out. Spacious living and
family room each with it's own custom fire-
place & professionally landscaped yards with
covered patio in back. A must see to believe!  

1816 YYolanda CCircle $610,000
Clayton

3 Large Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, approx 1,780
sq.ft. Gorgeous home inside & out! Spacious
family room w/woodburning fireplace, dining
room w/wood floors, new heat/air & new
roof. Master Bedroom with French doors to
private Trex patio deck, fruit trees & generous
side & backyard with RV parking. Great
Clayton Neighborhood!

26 MMt. WWilson WWay $$549,950
Clayton

3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, approx 1378 sq.ft.
Separate 2 story unit with updated kitchen &
baths! New water heater, dual pane windows
throughout, freshly painted & new carpet in
most rooms. Large finished garage w/work-
bench, storage & sports bar, large deck for
entertaining & private, quiet, park like setting!
Close to shopping & downtown.

3101 CCoyote CCircle $530,000
Clayton

3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, approx 1595 sq.ft.
Beautiful and unique with designer touches
throughout! Large eat-in kitchen with maple
cabinets, custom built in china cabinet, spa-
cious family room with 2 sided fireplace, for-
mal living & dining room & master suite
w/private bathroom.

30 FFleming CCt. $785,000
Clayton

4 bedrooms, plus den, 2.5 baths, approx
2368 sq.ft. hardwood flrs, marble entry, gor-
geous kitchen w/granite tile counters & gas
stove & large master suite w/walkin closet &
marble bathroom. Spectacular tropical back-
yard with pool/spa & waterfall, extended
BBQ island w/slate counter, sink, eating area
and tile patio. This home is an absolute must
see to believe! An entertainers Dream! 

522 MMt. DDavidson CCourt $685,000 
Clayton

4 Large bedrooms, 2 updated baths, approx
2325 sq.ft. Spacious formal living & dining
room w/vaulted ceilings, family room w/wet
bar, hardwood floor entry, updated eat-in
kitchen w/tile counters & central heat/air.
Spacious master suite, tile roof, new exterior
paint & meticulously maintained yards! 

102 FForest HHill DDrive 
Clayton

5 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, Gorgeous kitchen with
granite counters, maple cabinets & island.
Formal living w. fireplace & dining room,
spacious family room w/fireplace. Open &
bright throughout, inside laundry, 3 car
garage, landscaped yards & Large master
suite w/jacuzzi tub!

By selling your home with Help-U-Sell instead of with brokers who charge a 6% commission* (the savings are based on a home selling for
$600,000).You can select from many fine real estate professionals.Why not choose one that will also save you money when you sell?

*Commissions are negotiable and not set by law.

You Could Save $27,050!

SSoolldd SSellllerr SSaavvedd $$339,665500!!
Pennddinngg!!

SSoolldd!! SSellllerr SSaavvedd $$3388,15500

SSoolldd!! SSellllerr SSaavvedd $$4455,660000!!
SSoolldd!! SSellllerr SSaavvedd $$2277,665500!!

SSoolldd iinn 44 DDaayys!!

SSellllerr SSaavvedd $$3366,1100

SSoolldd!! SSellllerr SSaavvedd $$2277,777700
SSoolldd!! SSellllerr SSaavvedd $$2277,95500

SSoolldd!! SSellllerr SSaavvedd $$3322,445500

SSoolldd!! SSellllerr SSaavvedd $$3322,15500!!

We sold our home on 522 Mt.
Davidson Court in Clayton
and saved over $32,100 in
real estate fees! We are very
happy with Help-U-Sell and
would use them again! Our
agent was very professional
and thorough in handling the
sale of our home! 

A. Medrano

We sold our home on 1816
Yolanda Circle in Clayton in
4 days using Help-U-Sell &
saved over $27,600 in real
estate commissions. This was
by far the best real estate
experience we have ever
had! We are so happy with
the results that we recom-
mended Help-U-Sell to all
our neighbors.

J. Mann

�Look Who�s Selling Clayton!�
HELP-U-SELL REAL ESTATE SERVICES

4918 Clayton Rd., Concord, CA 94521 (925) 680-4950 You�re Paying How
 M

uch
To Sell Your Hom

e?

Visit our new
office at 4918
Clayton Road

LOW FEES
HAPPY

CUSTOMERS!

Sell Fast!
Save Money

Sell Fast!
Save Money

visit us online at
helpusell.com

SSoolldd!! SSellllerr SSaavvedd $$155,10000!!

ATTTTEENNTTIIOONN! 
AAfffflluueenntt FFaammiillyy ��TTaaxx SScchhoollaarrsshhiippss�� AAvvaaiillaabbllee..

Parents oof ccollege-bbound sstudents...
Is your child headed for college in September?
How will you pay or can you negotiate? Should you 

use tax-free or after tax dollars? Pay with hard-earned 
cash or loans? Can you get tuition discounts? 

For answers and free consultation call 

College FFunding AAdvisors 
992255-993333-88110000

A Clayton Window Washer

A Clayton Window Washer

Now that the rain has come and gone,

let me improve your view
with nice shiny windows

Now that the rain has come and gone,

let me improve your view
with nice shiny windows

Reasonable rates
Most one story
houses $110

and two stories
start at $160.

windows
washed
iinnssiiddee 
&& oouutt

Bernie Eddy
(925) 914-1049

Clayton resident ! Business licensed

ARLENE KIKKAWA-NIELSEN

Special to the Clayton Pioneer

Grants bring environmental education to Clayton

Farm 51                                   Seth Ahonen

FoMDC founder Lisa Anich teaches the chemistry and
velocity of water to DVMS science students.


