
Appearing for a book sign-
ing at Clayton Books, mid-
December, 2007, Clayton
author, Willem Ridder was
happy to sign books for cus-
tomers and chat about his
childhood experiences during
the Second World War

“I am very happy to have
the chance to talk with people,”
Ridder said. “While we may
believe that we are far from the
dangers of WWII, it is my hope
that my book will help people
to understand what happened
from a different point of view.”

Ridder was a young Dutch
boy during the War and much
of the book reflects this per-
spective. This, along many doc-
umented references from a
wide variety of sources, makes
Ridder’s book an easy read,
very interesting in its presenta-
tion.

Ridder’s book is available
through Clayton Books, as well
as online at Amazon.com.
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What’s happening
Around Town?
We want to know what’s

happening in your families
and in your neighborhoods.

Send your news of births,
special recognitions, engage-
ments weddings, anniver-
saries, etc. to info@clayton-
pioneer.com.

Around Town 

Clayton $699,980
Oakhurst – Popular single-story floor plan, Keller, has
3BD/2BA & apprx. 2,053 s.f. w/soaring ceilings & large
windows. New paint, carpeting & tile throughout PLUS
remodeled baths! Formal living & dining room & large,
open kitchen/family room combo w/breakfast area.
Private, groomed backyard.

Clayton $574,980
Downtown Clayton – Brand new everything inside and
out! Fantastic Lemke home w/3BD/2.5BA plus loft.
Kitchen is updated & has breakfast bar, pantry and
island. Lovely fireplace in family room will warm you on
these long winter days. Walk to award-winning schools!

Clayton $969,980
Falcon Ridge – New flooring throughout this
4BD/3BA w/apprx. 3,079 s.f., vaulted ceilings & a full
b/b downstairs. Elegant formal living & dining rooms.
Gourmet kitchen w/double oven, pantry, island, break-
fast bar & dining area. Pool-sized .5 acre lot w/fantastic
RV/Boat pkg. & plush lawns.

Clayton $965,000
Morgan Territory – Peaceful, private 3.5 acre horse
property w/Mt. Diablo views! 3BD/2BA has an updat-
ed kitchen w/double oven, oak floors & cabinets. Master
suite has ample closets & French door to glass-surround
sun room that brings nature to your door! 3-stall barn,
hay storage & arena.

Walnut Creek $1,225,000
Larkey Ranch – On a very private, wooded lane you
will find this 4+BD/3.5BA w/3,731 s.f w/voluminous
ceilings & stylish windows. The Master suite is expansive
& offers His/Her closets. The Master bath is updated
and has a Jacuzzi® tub. 2 garages for 5+ cars!

Clayton $1,375,000
Peacock Creek – Level, prime lot w/major views!
5BD/3.5BA w/apprx. 3,911 s.f. has a huge family room
wired for sound, 2-way fireplace & wet bar. Gourmet
kitchen w/breakfast bar & nook. 4+ car garage w/shop
+ RV/Boat parking. Patios & pool for entertaining.

Concord $1,239,980
Crystyl Ranch – Marquis-model 4BD/3BA incl. a mas-
ter bedroom w/retreat, fireplace & huge closet. The
other bedrooms offer ample closets. 4th room is media
room wired for sound! In back enjoy pool w/solar heat
& outdoor kitchen w/built-in BBQ & fireplace.

See page B1
for More Fantastic

Investments!

Price Reduction

Clayton $1,100,000
Morgan Territory – Estate living at its finest! Enjoy this
1.25 acre flat lot at the foot of Mt. Diablo, in a small
refined subdivision of custom homes. 4BD/3BA,
approx. 3,000 s.f. of bright, great room space complete-
ly remodeled. Two fenced horse pastures.

Lynne offers
FREE staging
on her listings

Clayton Resident 
& Broker Owner

It was a magical time at
Englund’s Tea Room and
Restaurant as Alice in
Wonderland, Ariel the Little
Mermaid and Snow White host-
ed a magical Disney Tea party
for more than 240 people.

Children of all ages sipped
tea and nibbled on Mouse
shaped finger sandwiches and
castle shaped cookies as Disney
music like “It’s A Small World”
filled the air.

Minnie Mouse and Mrs.
Potts from Beauty and the Beast
also stopped by for photos with
the children.

The Magic Kingdom comes to Englund’s

Young Jenna West of Clayton enjoyed the tea party with Minnie Mouse (Kathy Paulson), Snow White
(Meagan Kennedy), Ariel from “Little Mermaid” (Jessica Leist) and Alice in Wonderland (Mira Foster).

Linda Lee Blickensderfer, 18,
attending Southern Oregon
University in Ashland, made the
Deans List for fall term 2007.

Linda is the daughter of
Douglas Blickensderfer of
Concord and Deborah
Blickensderfer of Clayton. She
graduated Clayton Valley High
School in 2007. After obtaining
her four-year degree in pre-med-
icine/chemistry Linda plans to
attend medical school to pursue
her dream of becoming a doctor.

After signing a copy of his book “Countdown to Freedom”, Clayton
author, Willem Ridder happily reads aloud from the book.

Willem Ridder’s ‘Countdown to Freedom’
views WWII from a young boy’s perspective

Linda Blickensderfer makes
Dean’s list at SOU

LINDA LEE BLICKENSDERFER

The festivities culminated in the hat judging
with first place going to a kangaroo sombrero
designed and crafted by Caitlin Arango, 9, of
Clayton. Second place went to Emily Wright, also
of Clayton. Mia Leonardy of Pittsburg captured
third place.

Clayton Counts Down began with a conversa-
tion several years ago between city council mem-
bers Julie Pierce and Gregg Manning. They liked
the idea of First Night event in Martinez, but it was
too expensive. First Night is a licensed event requir-
ing specific activities and fees and beyond the
budget for Clayton.

“We wanted something for families,” said
Pierce, “and we had this beautiful new gym, so we
figured we’d use it. The idea just grew.”

The event takes a roster of volunteers some 40
strong and a budget of about $3,500. Clayton
Counts Down is free to families, but donations are
encouraged. The “tip jar” at this year’s event netted
about $360 which will go towards next year’s event.

New Year, from page A1

Dan Richardson, Craig Johnson and Dave Shuey cooked
up the hot dogs and hamburgers at Clayton Counts Down.


