
It is not the same old
Mavericks Sports Club,
although at first glance, the
changes may not be so apparent.
Sure, they have new locker
rooms about to open, but mem-
bers have watched that project
drag on over a few years, despite
promises to the contrary.

Mavericks is now under new
management. Club president
Craig Lazarchik and operations
manager Kelly Busch have com-
bined their experience in the
health and sales industries to
not only turn Mavericks into a
premium facility, but to con-
vince their membership that the
tough old days have gone, along
with the old management team.

“We’ve reworked everything
that didn’t work,” Lazarchik
said. “The members deserve it.”

Lazarchik, whose back-
ground included six-and-a-half
years as director of sales and
service for the Golden State
Warriors, has had lots of experi-
ence with Mavericks’ owner

Gene Campbell, running sports
facilities such as Pinnacle
Fitness in San Francisco.

“I love working with Craig,”
said Dara Merritt, the Group-X
Fitness Director, who has been
with Mavericks for the past
three years. Merritt said she was
“ready to quit” when Lazarchik
and Busch came along.

Lazarchik “is the most well-
rounded person I know,”
Merritt said. “I respect (Busch)
as well. They both are positive
and very proactive.”

“I’m the new guy here,”
Lazarchik said, “and the mem-
bers have had to deal with a lot
of promises in the past that
didn’t pan out, so I didn’t want
to just come in and seem indif-
ferent.”

In his six months with the
club, Lazarchik has made many
behind-the scene changes.
“Kelly and I examined every-
thing, looked at what was not
working, and made the changes
needed. The staff we have now
are excellent people.”

Tackling the never-ending
locker room project proved

more complex. In the end, a
change of construction team
was needed, with Lazarchik
bringing in Ward Alan Emery,
who quickly completed the
men’s locker room, now await-
ing permit approval. The
women’s lockers are expected to
be completed within approxi-
mately 13 weeks.

“It’s like your home bath-

room,” said Denise Menzie,
senior sales and service repre-
sentative for the club. “It’s a
reflection of how your business
is run.”

Enthusiastic about the new
direction of the club, Menzie
explained the new direction for
senior programs under the
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Clayton Sports 

Nifty $1.50 Nights for everyone
$1.50 games, Mon. thru Thu. 9pm to midnight

Freaky Funday on Sundays - 
5pm to midnight - $5 cover charge gets you $1-games,   
shoes, hotdogs, sodas and small beers.

925.689.4631925.689.4631

visit: claytonvalleybowl.comvisit: claytonvalleybowl.com

Clayton Valley Bowl
5300 Clayton Road �� Concord, CA

Clayton Valley Bowl

5 BIG DVD SCREENS

Digital Thunder PLUS on the last 12 lanes

FRI 4 pm - 6 pm (kids), 10 pm - 1 am, Sat 10 pm - 1 am

Digital Thunder Glow Bowling

DIABLO FC SOCCER ACADEMY
Diablo Valley Soccer Club and Mt. Diablo Soccer
League are offering a Winter Soccer Academy for
recreational players interested in training at a higher
level.  Learn the fundamental skills of shooting, pass-
ing, dribbling, trapping, attacking and defending from
our professional coaching staff. 

Diablo FC Academy Details:
Days & Dates:

Mondays and Thursdays – Jan. 14 to Feb. 14
Time & Location:

5 to 6 PM at Willow Pass Park, Concord
Eligibility:

Girls & Boys ages 5 to 14
Cost:

$95 per child, includes training fees 
and Academy t-shirt

Please make checks payable to
Diablo FC 

and mail registration form to:
Diablo FC Academy, PO Box 97

Clayton, CA 94517

Or register at the first session Jan. 14

Please contact Brian Voltattorni, Director of Coaching, 
if you have any questions at bvoltattorni@mdslsoccer.org 

or (925) 212-8460

2008 Team Tryouts Coming in February!

Let MAVERICKS make your 
NEW YEARS wishes come true!

$799 for 2 members
(12 months each)

Make it a Family Affair at
Mavericks with our family 

add-on special.

Buy 3 Memberships and 
get the 4th for free!

MMAAVVEERRIICCKKSS  
SSPPOORRTTSS  CCLLUUBB
5294 Clayton Rd.

Concord, Ca 94521

925-602-5600 phone
925-798-2666 fax

Free trial membership. 
Bring in this ad for your complimentary 
trial membership, or waive enrollment 

and processing fees.

Ask membership for details, some
restrictions may apply.

New YearsSpecial

Thinking of remodeling?Over 21 years experience 
in the construction business.
Specializing in kitchens, baths and home 
improvements
Free estimatesQuality workmanship

MMiikkee  GGrraanneellllii
GGeenneerraall  CCoonnttrraaccttoorr

20 years Clayton resident

(925) 673-7238

“The quality, work-
manship and timely
manner that work

was performed was
excellent. I would

highly recommend
Granelli

Construction to
anyone looking for a
quality remodeling

company.”
- Brad Milner, 

Milner’s Jewelers

Family Owned 
since 1957

Lic. #781808 B HIC

It’s a brand new day at Mavericks

Randy Rowland/Clayton Pioneer

Mavericks’ President Craig Lazarchik with Operations Manager Kelly
Busch have big changes planned for sports club.

ANDRÉ GENSBURGER

Clayton Pioneer

Jan. 12, 2 pm - 4 pm
Jan 17, 5:30 - 7:30 pm

Feb. 9, 3 pm - 5 pm

Bring printed registration

form to registration

All players welcome 
ages 41/2 (by Aug. 1) to 18 

Please 
pre-register at 

www.eayso.org 
Don’t forget to select 

Region 223 when asked

Re

cr
eational Soccer Program

SPRING

Registrations

www.mdsoccer.org

Walnut Creek Country Clubhouse
4498 S. Larwin Ave., Concord

See Mavericks, page  B7

Hall of Fame San Francisco
49ers wide receiver Jerry Rice
made a memorable appearance
at Clayton Books on Dec. 16,
thrilling crowds who had waited
up to four hours to meet the
NFL great. Rice was on hand to
sign copies of his new book,
“Go Long, My Journey Beyond
the Game and the Fame,” and
mingle with fans, some of
whom came from as far away as
Pacifica and San Jose.

Rice, arguably the greatest
wide receiver of all time, if not
the greatest overall player in the
game’s history, appeared ready
to jump right back in the huddle
and contribute to the 49ers
offense. He looked to be fit and
still in the incredible shape that
defined his career as he greeted
his fans warmly. He laughed and
joked with the crowd, who had
waited patiently to meet their
idol and buy his new book.

Rice played for three NFL
teams over the course of his 20
years in the league, but he is
mostly remembered for his 16
seasons with the San Francisco
49ers. With the 49ers, Rice won
three Super Bowls, including an
MVP award for Super Bowl
XXIII. He played four seasons
with the Oakland Raiders and

Seattle Seahawks before ending
his career in 2005. Rice holds
virtually all NFL receiving
records, including career yards,
touchdowns and receptions.

Clayton Books owner Joel
Harris organized the event.
Clayton residents Mary Del
Monte and Steve Jacobsen were
also involved in helping with the
book signing. Del Monte has
worked with Rice for eight years
and has been an annual support-
er of his celebrity golf tourna-
ment at the Edgewood golf
course in Lake Tahoe.

“He is such a superstar who
shares himself graciously, and is
so down to earth,” Del Monte

said. “He is a family man, and
him coming to a small town
such as ours says a lot about
him.”

“He’s a superstar, a legend,
and a Hall of Famer,” Jacobson
added. “For a guy who was the
greatest player of all time, he was
as nice as can be to everyone.”

Many Clayton families lined
up to meet the football legend.
Scott Kinney was a big 49er fan
during the Joe Montana years
and was thrilled to meet Rice.
He brought his son Ryan with
him to share the moment.

“My best memories of Jerry
Rice were from Super Bowl
XXIII, and a game I remember

against the New York Giants in
the Meadowlands, when he took
over the game. He was without
a doubt the greatest receiver of
all time,” Kinney said.

Jim Wickware of Clayton
attended the event with his son,
Kyle. Wickware said meeting
Rice is “meeting a living legend,
and it gives me an opportunity
to explain to my son about his
work ethic. Jerry was from a
small town like Clayton, and he
is an example to our youth that
if you work at it, you can make
anything out of your life.”

Robert Connel of Clayton
stopped by to get a book signed
for his father as a Christmas
present. His Dad “is a huge 49er
fan.” Connel’s sons Tyler, 12,
and Bryden, 9, both remember
their grandfather talking about
Rice and the 49ers.

Clayton’s Robert Helena was
born and raised in San
Francisco and followed the
49ers from their days in Kezar
Stadium, and was thrilled to
meet Rice. “Meeting Jerry is like
a dream,” he said. “Rice is one
of the icons of the 49er along
with Lott and Montana.”

Like many in the crowd, he
brought his entire family to buy
the new book and to greet the
man who left many lasting
impressions on his legion of
fans.
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JERRY RICE, with Scott Kinney, and son Ryan Kinney, at Clayton Books.

Jerry Rice draws big crowds for book signing
RANDY ROWLAND
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